


The absolute value of any number,
positive or negative, is its distance from
zero. So what's the absolute value of a
friendship? Of love? Just how far apart
are we, anyway?

Lily:“For three years, I'd been trying to hold on to Simon and pull him up against
me. He was a bar of soap in the shower, though: slippery as hell, and one false
move—squeeze a little too tight—and he’s gone. And picking up a wet bar of soap
in the shower is pretty dif cult”

Noah:Lily has these big brown eyes. It sounds corny, but they totally get me.
They make my stomach and heart ip ve times a piece. So | looked away quickly,
because | have a tendency to kind of stare at her if | don’t catch myself. It's been
like that forever”

Simorr never thought much would change with Lily being my girlfriend. |
mean, she and Noah were the only people | hung out with much anyway, so now
I'd be kissing her and fondling her and she'd be kissing me and fondling me. Not
much of a difference, really”
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Topics for discussion:

1. Lily often describes her life in terms of her “juvie shoes” versus her “Mary Janes.
What does this comparison reveal about Lily?

”

2. Discuss Lily’s reaction to her rst kiss with Simon.

3. Why do you think the author chooses to have Lily narrate the nal chapter of Part
One in the second person?

4. Why isn't Noah honest with Lily about his feelings for her?

5. Compare and contrast Lily, Noah, and Simon’s accounts of the party at Noah's
house.

6. Simon, Lily, and Noah are each keeping secrets from each other. Discuss the
information they hide from each other and the effect this has on their friendships.

7. Discuss the signi cance of Simon’s relationship with his sister.

8. Why do you think that Simon, Lily, and Noah each remember certain events
differently? Discuss ways that you have experienced this phenomenon in your
own life.

9. Discuss the role that running plays in Simon’s life. What does the Frostbite race
represent to him?

10. What impact does Simon’s relationship with Melanie have on his life?

11. When Simon realizes that his father’s life is in danger during the operation, he
blames his family for hiding this information from him. Discuss the signi cance
of this reaction.

12. Why do you think the author chose to tell this story from the point of view of
multiple characters? How does this affect the way the story unfolds?

13. How does it affect the story to have Suzanne narrate both the prologue and the
epilogue? Why do you think the author chose to have Suzanne’s voice both begin
and end the story?

14. Discuss the ending of the book. What do you think the future holds in store for
each of the characters? Do you think Simon will continue to pursue his new,
healthier lifestyle? Or will he revert to his old habits?

15. What is the signi cance of the title of the book?



