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Coretta Scott King Honor-winners
Portray a Larger-Than-Life Hero of the Old West

PUBLICATION DATE:  Sitting tall in the saddle, with a wide-brimmed black hat and twin Colt pistols on

November 2009 his belt, Bass Reeves seemed bigger than life. Outlaws feared him. Law-abiding
citizens respected him. As a peace officer, he was cunning and fearless. When a
lawbreaker heard Bass Reeves had his warrant, he knew it was the end of the trail
Lindsay Matvick because Bass Reeves always got his man—dead or alive. He achieved all this in
Senior Publicist spite of whites who didn’t approve of the notion of a black lawman.

800-328-4929, x385 . . .
Imatvick@lernerbooks.com Author Vaunda Micheaux Nelson’s dedicated research and illustrator R. Gregory

. . Christie’s vibrant artwork brilliantly combine to capture the imposing figure of
Elizabeth Dingmann Bass Reeves in Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves,
Publicist Deputy U. S. Marshal. Published by Carolrhoda Books, a division of Lerner
Publishing Group, this picture book accurately tells the story of a man born into
slavery who grew up to become the most feared and respected lawman in the
Indian Territories. He made more than 3,000 arrests, and though he was a crack
shot and a quick draw, he only killed fourteen men in the line of duty.
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The story of Bass Reeves is the story of a remarkable African American and a
remarkable hero of the Old West.

About the Author

Vaunda Micheaux Nelson is the author of numerous fiction and nonfiction books
for children, including A/most to Freedom, which received 2004 Coretta Scott
King Illustration Honor Award. In addition to writing books, she has also been a
teacher, newspaper reporter, bookseller, and school librarian. She lives in Rio
Rancho, New Mexico.

About the Artist
Bad News for Outlaws: R. Gregory Christie is an award-winning illustrator of many picture books,
The Remarkable Life of including Only Passing Through: The Story of Sojourner Truth and The Palm of
Bass Reeves, Deputy U. S. My Heart: Poetry by African American Children, for both of which he won

Marshal Coretta Scott King Illustration Honor Award. His work has also appeared in The
Written by New Yorker and on music CD covers. He lives in New York City.
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson
Tlustrated by About the Publisher
R. Gregory Christie Carolrhoda Books, a division of Lerner Publishing Group, creates high-quality
List: $17.95 fiction and nonfiction titles for children and young adults. Founded in 1959,
Ages 8-12 Lerner Publishing Group is one of the nation’s largest independent children’s
978-0-8225-6764-6 book publishers and currently has nine imprints and divisions: Lerner
40 Pages, 9 Vi x 11 % Publications, Carolrhoda Books, Millbrook Press, Twenty-First Century Books,

Graphic Universe, ediciones Lerner (a Spanish-language imprint), First Avenue
Editions, LernerClassroom, and Kar-Ben Publishing. For further information, visit
Lerner Publishing Group’s website at www.lernerbooks.com.
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