
“A picture book based on the true story of Herman Rosenblat, Angel Girl 

follows an 11-year-old boy who is separated from his mother and sent to a 

Nazi labor camp in 1942. Pastel images of drawn faces and gray skies per-

fectly set off the stark sentences (“My hands bled. My stomach rumbled”). 

As if in answer to a dream, Angel Girl appears, dressed in red, and tosses the 

boy an apple through the barbed-wire fence. While others in the camp grow 

weak and sick, she sustains him with this daily ritual. “Even though Her-

man’s story has a tragic beginning, it has a miraculous ending,” says editor 

Ellen Stein. “It was this feeling of hope and the power of love that we wanted 

to focus on, so that children’ might walk away from this story knowing that 

they should never give up hope, even in the darkest of times.” 

—Kirkus Reviews, Fall & Winter Preview, August 1, 2008 


